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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Elisa Araujo 
 
Biography: Even though Araujo experienced same sex attraction from a young age, she did not 
have a serious relationship until her 20s. Her coming out initially caused hardship with her 
conservative, Peruvian, Catholic father. Araujo is not active in the LGBTQ community, but does 
have a support group called the Lesbian Support Group which is made up of friends and family. 
She sees no point in getting married – marriage tax is too high and the marriage would not be 
recognized by the state. At this time of her life, Araujo is focused on starting a family and 
becoming a stay at home mom.  
 
Keywords: Playboy, Ellen DeGeneres, drug use, sports, Catholic, separation of church and state, 
Prop 8, fertilization clinic, family planning 
 
Interview date: 12/8/2011 
Interviewer: John T’ia 
Interview duration: 1:00:39 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
0:00 Intro 
0:01 Where were you born and raised? Boise and Caldwell 
0:02 Can you tell me about your childhood? 
0:04 What was your school experience growing up? 
0:08 When did you become aware of your sexual identity? How did it happen? 
0:10 What are some experiences growing up that led you to realize you were gay? 
0:12 Have you had heterosexual relationships? How do these relate to your sense of identity 
now? 
0:15 Do you have a coming out story? What was the most rewarding aspect of coming out for 
you? 
0:25 Are there gay labels which are offensive to you or uncomfortable for you? 
0:28 How do you feel about being a gay woman in Idaho? 
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0:31 As a (queer, lesbian, gay, bisexual...) person what or where is a place you feel most 
comfortable in Boise? 
0:36 What is a place you would avoid or makes you feel uncomfortable in Boise? 
0:39 Are you involved in the LGBTQ community? What do you see as your role in the 
LGBTQ community? 
0:42 Do you feel like the Boise community has changed? Is it shifting for the better? 
0:44 What would you like to see happen with/within the LGTBQ community in Idaho? 
0:45 What would you tell the youth today that are struggling with being gay? 
0:48 What would you say is your biggest achievement in life? 
0:51 What do you see yourself doing in 5 years? 
0:52 What are some of the changes that you want to see in Idaho for the LGBTQ community? 
0:54 What do you think about Prop 8?   
0:57 Do you have any last words for the LGTBQ community? 
0:60 End 
 
